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To the Bride and Groom:

Thank you for your interest in being married at First Presbyterian Church of Greenville, 
South Carolina. We are excited to participate in your service and offer this booklet as an 
introduction to your marriage. Our hope is that your marriage will be a God-centered 
relationship. God established marriage to “mold us into a oneness” in all senses of the word. 
In the time leading up to your marriage we want to help you understand the clarity of that 
oneness and the place of God in your new home. This booklet will explain some of the details 
you need to understand about getting married at First Presbyterian Church. Our goal is to 
help prepare you, two individuals, to understand the uniqueness of the Christian marriage 
and God’s role in your new family. The Bible instructs us to center our lives on Jesus and to 
be directed by His Spirit and then to live in oneness with God and each other.

May this handbook prepare you and answer the questions you may have concerning 
your most important day.

The Marriage and Family Leadership Team and the Wedding Committee
First Presbyterian Church, Greenville, South Carolina

Last revision 10/2010





Theological Context of Marriage

The Bible in Genesis (2:24) and Ephesians (5:31) teaches that there is a union between two people when 
there is marriage. Both scriptures share that marriage is God’s idea and that faith in Him and commitment 
to one another is the foundation upon which a Christian marriage is built. This thought is further expressed 
by a prominent theologian, John Leith, who writes in one of his books, “The wedding of Christian people is 
never a private matter. God has a stake in the marriage of those who are the Church. Hence, there has been 
for many years the custom of having weddings in the church. Here the name of God is invoked as a home is 
established, a home through which a part of God’s purpose for all mankind will be worked out. The church 
building is not a mere auditorium, (but) it is a sanctuary, a place of worship. For this reason, weddings in the 
church should be different from weddings held elsewhere.”

First Presbyterian Church Wedding Policy

In July 2007, the pastors and elders of the First Presbyterian Church of Greenville  
adopted the following policy for all church weddings.

A.	 A Covenant between the Church and the Bride and Groom

	 The following process will be followed for couples seeking to be married at First Presbyterian Church. 
(PLEASE NOTE: To be married at FPC, the bride or groom must be an active member of First Presbyterian 
Church for at least six months, or have a parent or grandparent who is a member.)

	 A tentative date may be established for the Service of Marriage after an initial phone call to Mrs. Lynn 
Johnson, the Senior Pastor’s Administrative Assistant and person in charge of weddings. However, before a 
finalization and confirmation of that date can be scheduled all parties must agree to the following. 	

	 1.	 Complete the enclosed “Wedding Request Form” (Appendix A);

2.	 Meet with the Pastor of Marriage and Family Ministries.

			  a.	 He/She will process the Wedding Request Form and talk with you about your marriage 		
			  and the type of service you are planning. He/She will also send you questions that will 		
			  help the counseling process to begin.

			  b.	 He/She will assist you in finding the right pastor to perform your marriage and do your 		
			  counseling.

			  c.  He/She will share information about additional assignments:
					    1. An on-line inventory
					2    . A weekend wedding conference
					3    . Possible reading of marriage material
			  d.	 He/She will approve your pending marriage at which time he/she will refer you to the 		

			  performing minister who will offer counseling and work with you on a service of 			
			  worship. payments will be expected on the confirmation of your marriage date and 		
			  arrangements should be made with the Music Staff and the Wedding Director. The date 		
			  for your wedding will then be placed on the Church Calendar. Also, discussion of 		
			  mentoring couples will be offered.

			  e.  A pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Greenville must officiate at all weddings held 	
			  in FPC facilities. One guest clergy is welcome to take part in the ceremony, but must be 		
			  invited by your assigned pastor, who will work with the guest pastor.
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B.	 Wedding Facilities

	 The physical facilities belong to this congregation and are available upon request. The bride and her 
family will want to confer with the Wedding Coordinator (a church volunteer who will lead and direct couples 
through their wedding plans and ceremony) as soon as the steps of the Covenant, outlined above, have been 
met.

	 The facilities available for use are: The Sanctuary (1200 seats), Harper Chapel (250 seats), the Church 
Parlor (where the bride may prepare herself for the ceremony), and Room 212 for use by the groom and best 
man. Smoking or drinking of any alcoholic beverages is not allowed inside or outside the physical facilities. 
Church-owned vehicles are not available for renting.

	 For couples who are getting married for a second time and would like a less formal wedding and setting, 
the Light Court or the Parlor may be available. The Pastor of Marriage and Family Ministries will be glad to 
work with you on arranging a ceremony to your liking. Financial responsibilities are not ‘fixed’ and he can 
work with you in making plans. Contact The Rev. Robert H. Jones at 672-0349.

C.	 Nursery Facilities

	 First Presbyterian Church will allow the use of our nursery care facilities during the rehearsal and wedding. 
The Wedding Coordinator must be informed of the number of children younger than five years of age who 
will need nursery care at least two weeks prior to the rehearsal. A minimum of two hours for the rehearsal 
and/or wedding is required for use of this service. For insurance purposes, only church staff may be used as 
nursery workers with a minimum of two workers required. Fees are: two adults, at a cost of $15.00 an hour 
per person.

D.	 Personnel needed for the Ceremony and Rehearsal

	 At a minimum, the following personnel must be present for the rehearsal and the wedding: officiating 
Pastor(s), Organist (if a guest is invited to provide music, an FPC music staff member must also be present), 
Wedding Director (see section F below), Sexton, Security Guard, and Sound Assistant (see section O below). 
If there are additional service providers you wish to have present for the rehearsal or the wedding ceremony 
(such as a photographer, videographer, or florist), please give their names and contact information to the 
Wedding Director and the officiating Pastor. Other than the officiating Pastor(s), those who assist with the 
wedding do not expect to be invited to any of the nuptial festivities.

E. 	 Working with the Music Department	

	 The Christian marriage ceremony is an act of public worship and any music used in connection with 
the service should be suitable for a service of worship. Only sacred music is used during our services. We do 
not allow pre-recorded music. Couples are encouraged  to use hymns from our church hymnals as part of the 
service. All music used in the ceremony, as well as any vocalist or other musician(s) who will be performing 
during the ceremony, must be approved by the Director of Music or the Organist of First Presbyterian Church 
at least 60 days prior to the wedding date. The Director of Music or the Organist plays for all weddings at 
First Presbyterian Church unless a guest Organist has been approved in advance by the Director of Music. 
Their decisions on music selections are final. You are encouraged to make an appointment with our music staff 
as soon as practical for your consultation. One of the FPC music staff must be present for the rehearsal and 
wedding ceremony.
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	 Guest vocalists and musicians set their own fees. You should ask about their fees when you ask them 
to participate in your wedding and have all fees settled before the day of the rehearsal. Even though you are 
using a guest Organist, the Organist fee is included in the initial payment to the church. All other fees are 
typically paid at the time of the rehearsal. The church does not handle these matters. (Please see Appendix E 
for additional information).

F.	 Working with the Wedding Committee

	 The Wedding Committee of our church will provide the services of a Wedding Director for your wedding 
at no charge to you. The members of the Committee are experienced in wedding planning and are happy to 
guide you through the multiple details of this significant ceremony. After your wedding date is scheduled, 
a member of the Wedding Committee will contact you and schedule a date to meet with you (typically at 
least three months prior to the date of your wedding.) The committee works under the Session of the church 
(the church’s governing body) and its Music and Worship Committee, and therefore is required to carry out 
the policies of the church as outlined in this booklet. Please understand that the members of the Wedding 
Committee cannot change any of these policies without Session approval. 

G.	 Flowers

	 Floral arrangements or decorations for the Sanctuary or Harper Chapel may be provided as follows:

1.	 Flowers may be placed in the Sanctuary or the Chapel during office hours: 8:30am to 5:00pm, 
Monday through Friday, and on Saturdays from 8:00am to 12:00pm when a Sexton is on duty. 
Access to the building at any time must be arranged in advance through the Wedding Coordinator 
(672-0326).

2.	 No more than three arrangements of fresh flowers are used in the Sanctuary along with the 
candelabra and fresh greenery (maximum total of five, e.g.	three flowers and two candelabra; 
three candelabra and two flowers; or one flower and four candelabra). No more than one floral 
arrangement in the Chapel is necessary, along with tastefully arranged candles and greenery. The use 
of silk or artificial flowers is not allowed.

3.	 In the Sanctuary, arrangements or candelabra may be placed behind the pulpit on a stand, if desired. 
No flowers are to be placed in the “well” of the pulpit (where the Holy Bible is displayed), or on the 
Communion Table or organ.

4.	 Chace candles (or paradise candles) are required as they do not drip. The church does allow the use 
of a unity candle if it is provided by the couple.

5.	 If pews are to be marked, ribbon markers may be used. Small flowers or a small amount of greenery 
may also be used. They must be secured with a clip or hand-on hook. Please do not use tape or 
tacks.

6.	 Any properties owned by the church (stands, candles, candelabra or kneeling bench) must be 
requested through the Wedding Coordinator and may be secured through a Sexton.

7.	 Church flower containers must be requested in advance through the Wedding Coordinator and 
secured from the Sexton. They are not to be removed from the church property. No liners are 
furnished. The florists involved should arrange for immediate disposition of all decorations except 
for the main floral arrangement, which may remain for the Sunday Worship services if arranged in 
advance with the Wedding Coordinator.
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8.	 Tacks or nails are never to be driven into the walls of the Sanctuary, organ, organ pipes, choir rails, 
pews, or any other church furniture. The same principles apply to the Chapel. No tape, pins, or wire 
is to be used on any of the church furniture, pews, plaster, molding, or carpet.

9.	 All wedding flowers (bride’s bouquets, attendants’ flowers, corsages, and boutonnieres) should 
be properly labeled and delivered to the Church Parlor (bride’s dressing room) at least two hours 
before the ceremony. Please have the florist remain until someone from the bridal party checks the 
flowers and approves them.

10.	 It is the florist’s responsibility to see that all decorations and equipment are removed from the 
Sanctuary, Chapel or parlor within one hour after the completion of the ceremony.

11.	 Church policy requires that ALL furnishings remain as located (i.e. pulpit, pulpit chairs, communion 
table). Exception: baptismal font may be relocated by the Sexton but will remain visible.

12.	 In the interest of safety, no aisle runners will be used.

 

H.	 Photographers/Videographer

	 Wedding photographs are an integral part of your wedding, but they should not in any way take away from 
the solemnity of the ceremony, which is a service of worship. Therefore, the following must be observed:

1.	 Pictures may be taken before the wedding in the Bride/Groom Rooms, Courtyard, and in Memorial 
Hall before and after the service. Flash photographs may be taken only as the bride starts down the 
aisle and as she and the groom exit back up the aisle after the ceremony. Photographers will not be 
allowed down either aisle in the Sanctuary during the ceremony. The photographer must remain in 
the rear of the Sanctuary for all pictures. However, Photographers may take pictures without a flash 
from the balcony of Harper Chapel. The same policies apply to videographers.

2.	 No pictures (other than videotaping) will be allowed during the ceremony.

	3.	 Remember that this building is the Lord’s House. Do not step on seat cushions or leave equipment 
where it may damage property.

	4.	 Arrangements for the videotaping must be made with a professional video service. Church policy 
prohibits the use of non-professional equipment in the Sanctuary or Chapel. The service is to be 
taped with one camera from the rear of the Sanctuary or Chapel, or from the Chapel balcony.

5. 	 All photographers invited to participate in a wedding at First Presbyterian Church are asked to dress 
professionally in suits or dresses.

I.	 Personal Conduct

	 No alcoholic beverages are allowed at any time in any of the church facilities or on the church grounds. 
No rice, birdseed, confetti, flower petals, glitter, etc. may be thrown on church property, inside or outside. 
Smoking is not permitted in any of the buildings. Appropriate church attire is suggested for the rehearsal. 
Tank tops, jeans, flip flops, etc. are not considered appropriate attire.

J.	 The Wedding Party

	1.	 Bride’s Attendants: To maintain beauty, we recommend no more than thirteen attendants for the 
bride in Sanctuary weddings, and no more than seven attendants for the bride in Chapel weddings 
(including maid/matron of honor, bridesmaids, flower girls, etc.) 
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	2.	 Groom’s Attendants: Similarly, the groom may have up to thirteen groomsmen and ushers in the 
Sanctuary and seven in the Chapel.

	3.	 The Church Parlor is available for the use of the bride and her attendants. Since the church cannot be 
responsible for any articles left at the church or in the bride’s dressing room, all wedding participants 
are encouraged to gather their belongings in an appropriate manner before the ceremony begins. 
The bride should designate someone to collect any remaining items.

	4.	 No alcoholic beverages are allowed in the Parlor or rooms being used by the wedding party in 
preparation for the service of worship.

K.	 Rehearsals

	 The Pastor and the Wedding Director are in charge of all rehearsals. It is necessary that only the bridal 
party, the parents, and the grandparents attend the rehearsal. The bride and the groom share the responsibility 
of having their attendants arrive on time.

L.	 Reception

	 In the event that you wish to use the Church Fellowship Hall for a reception following the wedding, you 
should check on the availability of the facility with the Wedding Coordinator when you initiate the wedding 
procedure. There is a charge for the use of the Fellowship Hall and for the kitchen staff. (See Appendix B for 
Fees.)

M.	 Bulletins/Programs

	 First Presbyterian Church does not provide or print wedding bulletins or programs for the ceremony. If 
the bride and groom desire such a bulletin or program, they must provide it.

N.	 Marriage License

	 A valid South Carolina marriage license must be presented to the Pastor at the rehearsal. Obtaining 
and presenting the license in a timely manner is the responsibility of the bride and groom. The signing of the 
license will take place on the day of the ceremony (may be part of the wedding service) or at the rehearsal. 
After signing, one copy of the license will be given to the bride and groom as designated on the current 
triplicate license form. Two license copies will be retained by the Pastor, who is responsible for returning them 
to the issuing authority. The couple should allow 7-10 business days for return and processing before they can 
expect to obtain any official copies of their license from the issuing authority.

O.	 Sound and Lighting Assistance

	 Due to the complex nature of the Sanctuary sound system, the Session requires that one of the church’s 
trained sound operators be involved in any ceremony that takes place in the Sanctuary. If the couple desires to 
record the ceremony, the church will provide you with contact information for a Sound Assistant.
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P.	 An Example Order of Worship

	 At First Presbyterian Church a typical order of worship might look like the following.

		  Chiming of the Hour
		  The Seating of the Mothers
		  The Procession of the Attendants
		  The Procession of the Bride
		  The Call to Worship
		  The Biblical Instruction of Marriage
		  Hymn (from the Sanctuary Hymnbook - see examples listed, or select the hymn of your choice)
			   #524: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
			   #610: “O Perfect Love”
			   #368: “Love, Divine, All Loves Excelling”
			   #71: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
			   #40: “For the Beauty of the Earth”
			   #502: “Be Thou My Vision”
			   #82: “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”
			   #131: “Surely the Presence”
		  The Presentation of the Bride
		  The Scripture Lesson (Choose one of the following Scriptures from the New International 		
			   Version of the Bible or see a pastor who may have another suggestion.)
			   Genesis 2:18-24; Genesis 24:58-60; Song of Solomon 4:9-10; Malachi 2:14-15; 
			   1 Corinthians 13; Ephesians 5:25-33, Ephesians 5:23, 32; Colossians 3:12-17; 
			   Colossians 12:17; Hebrews 13:4; 1 John 4:7-12
		  Solo
		  Homily
		  The Declaration of Vows
		  Prayer of Thanksgiving
		  Declaration of Intent
			   “_______________ will you have _______________ to be your (wife/husband), and will you 		
			   pledge, in all faith and tenderness, to live with (her/him) and cherish (her/him), according to 	
			   the ordinance of God in the holy bond of marriage?
		  Declaration of Vows
			   “I _______________ take you ______________ to be my wedded (wife/husband), and I do 		
			   promise and covenant, before God and these witnesses, to be your loving and faithful (wife/		
			   husband), in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, as long as we 		
			   both shall live.”
		  or
			   “I _______________, do take you ______________ to be my (wife/husband), in the presence 		
			   of God and before this congregation, I promise and covenant to be a loving, faithful, and loyal 	
			   (wife/husband) to you so long as we both shall live.”
		  or
			   “In the presence of God and before these witnesses I, _______________, give myself to you, 		
			   ______________, to be your (wife/husband), and take you now to be my (wife/husband). 		
			   I promise to love you, to be faithful and loyal to you for as long as we live.”
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		  or
			   “I _______________, in the presence of God and before this congregation of our family and 		
			   friends, solemnly promise to love you, ______________ and give myself to you, forsaking 		
			   all others, and to faithfully be your (wife/husband) from this day forward; for better, for 		
			   worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish you, so long 		
			   as we both shall live.”
		  (Alternatively, the vows can be presented as a question:)
			   “In the presence of God and before these witnesses, do you, _______________, give yourself 		
			   to ______________, to be (her/his) (wife/husband) and take (her/him) to be your (wife/		
			   husband)? Do you promise to love (her/him), to be faithful and loyal to (her/him) for as long 	
			   as you both shall live?” I do.
		  Blessing and Exchange of Rings
			   “_______________ with this ring I thee wed, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 	
			   Spirit. Amen.”
		  The Lighting of the Unity Candle and Signing of the Wedding Certificate (optional)
		  The Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (may be sung)
		  The Pronouncement of Marriage
		  Solo (Wedding Certificate may be signed at this time also)
		  Hymn
		  The Benediction
		  The Presentation of the Couple



APPENDIX A—Wedding Request Form

First Presbyterian Church
200 West Washington Street, Greenville, SC 29601

1.	 Full Name of Bride: ______________________________________________________

   		  Phone: 	 Home _____________       Cell _____________ 	       Work  ______________

2.  	 Full Name of Groom: ____________________________________________________

   		  Phone: 	 Home _____________       Cell _____________ 	       Work  ______________

3.  	 Anticipated Wedding date: __________________  Time: _____________

4.  	 Anticipated Rehearsal date: _________________  Time: _____________

5.  	 Requested Pastor: _____________________________________

6.  	 Email Address:

		  Bride: ____________________________________

		  Groom: ___________________________________

7. 	 Is this your first marriage?

		  Bride: Yes_______ No _______ 		     

		  Groom: Yes ______ No _______ 

8.   Occupation/Employer:

		  Bride: ____________________________________________________

		  Groom: ___________________________________________________

9.  	 Address:

		  Bride: _____________________________________________________

	     	   	 _______________________________________________________

		  Groom: ___________________________________________________

			    _______________________________________________________
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9.   Names of Parents:

	  Bride: _____________________________________________________

	  Groom: ____________________________________________________

10. 	 Size of the Wedding Party: (number of attendants)

	 (Not applicable if wedding is not at FPC.)

	 Bride _______________		  Groom _______________

	

	 Names of Bride’s attendants:

	 ___________________________    ____________________________    ___________________________

	 ___________________________    ____________________________    ___________________________

	 ___________________________    ____________________________    ___________________________

	 ___________________________    ____________________________    ___________________________

	 Names of Groom’s attendants:

	 ___________________________    ____________________________    ___________________________

	 ___________________________    ____________________________    ___________________________

	 ___________________________    ____________________________    ___________________________

	 ___________________________    ____________________________    ___________________________

11.   Requested Facility:

		  Sanctuary (1200 capacity)  ___________	 Harper Chapel (250 capacity)   ___________

12. 	 Wedding Location (if not at FPC): _______________________________________

MUSIC  –  See Appendix E

(Not applicable if wedding is not at FPC.) A music staff member must be at the rehearsal and the ceremony.

1. 	 Do you wish to have an Organist?  Yes __________  No __________

2. 	 Do you wish to have a soloist(s)?   Yes __________  No __________

  	  	 Who __________________________________ Phone _____________
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	 Do you wish to have a reader(s)?   Yes __________  No __________

  	  	 Who __________________________________ Phone _____________

3. 	 Are you requesting special music? Yes __________  No __________

		  What? __________________________________  When? _____________________________

		  What? __________________________________  When? _____________________________

		  What? __________________________________  When? _____________________________

4.	 Do you wish to have solo(s) during the service? If so, when? __________________________________

  

OTHER QUESTIONS

1. 	 Do you wish to use First Presbyterian Church's Fellowship Hall for a reception? 

		  Yes ________      No ________

		  If “Yes,” how many guests do you expect?   _________

2. 	 Will you require the services of the church catering staff? _________

3. 	 If “No,” who will be catering your reception? _______________________________________________

		  Phone: __________________________

4.	 Photographer’s name ____________________________________________________________________

		  Phone: _________________________

5.	 Videographer’s name: ____________________________________________________________________

		  Phone: _________________________

6.	 The Wedding Party may leave the flowers in the Sanctuary or Memorial Hall for Sunday Worship

	 Would you like to do this? Yes _________      No _________

	 If “yes,” a dedication may be printed in the Sunday bulletin. (See “Request to place flowers in the 		
	 Sanctuary or Memorial Hall” form for further instructions.)
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7.	 Will a nursery be required?  

 		  Rehearsal? Yes __________     No _________

		  Wedding? Yes __________     No _________

	 Note: The use of our nursery depends upon the church’s ability to secure two of our approved nursery 	
	 workers. There is an additional fee for this service. (See Appendix B)
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APPENDIX B—Standard Fees

First Presbyterian Church
200 West Washington Street, Greenville, SC 29601

The following fees have been established by the Church Session for all weddings:

	 1.	 Use of the various Church facilities for the rehearsal and wedding. Includes air conditioning, 		
		  heating, lighting, and use of Sanctuary/Chapel, the Parlor (for women), and the Women’s 		
		  Ministry Room (for men).
 		  Sanctuary.............................................................................................................................. $400
		  Harper Chapel...................................................................................................................... $200

	2 . 	 Security and Custodial Assistance...........................................................................................$250

	3   	 Organist.................................................................................................................................$300

			   The Music Director or church Organist must be present at the rehearsal and 
			   wedding to coordinate with the director and pastor to assure all runs smoothly.
            	 (There will be an extra $50.00 charge if additional rehearsing is required.)

	 4. 	 Sound/Lighting Assistant.................$100 (Sanctuary); $50 (Chapel - if amplification is necessary)

	5 . 	 Clergy .............................................................................................................  Minimum of $300

			   A number of hours are spent by the clergy of the church preparing the couple 
			   for the wedding and for the service of worship. Therefore it is customary for 
			   the groom to make a gift to the pastor commensurate with other professionals.

	6 . 	 Nursery Personnel (if required).... $15/hour per person (a minimum of two personnel is required).
			 
One-half of the total fee is due when the wedding is booked; the balance is due prior to the rehearsal.  

Additional fees:

	 1. 	 Soloists and instrumentalists (other than the Organist) must be paid individually by the wedding 		
		  couple.

	2 . 	 If the Fellowship Hall is used for a reception, an additional fee of $400 must be paid one 		
		  month prior to the wedding date. 

	3 . 	 The services of the Wedding Director are a gift of the Wedding Committee to the church and the 		
		  bride and groom.
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APPENDIX C—Community Marriage Policy

First Presbyterian Church
200 West Washington Street, Greenville, SC 29601

As wedding ceremonies at First Presbyterian Church are performed under the authority of God, we ask 
that couples who marry at FPC read and signal their agreement with the following marriage policy, to which 
all of our Pastors adhere, by initialing in the spaces provided.

Community Marriage Policy
For Greater Greenville, South Carolina

Purpose

	 Our vision is for citizens of the Greater Greenville area to be able to live in a community of healthy, 
committed marriages where children are nurtured and trained by a loving father and mother under the 
blessing of God. This is a vision many clergy, lay, and community leaders share for Greater Greenville, South 
Carolina.

	 We are promoting this vision because of our Biblical belief that healthy families are part of God’s creative 
plan for our good and His glory. This divine wisdom is confirmed by much evidence of the positive effects of 
good marriages and the ill effects of troubled and failed marriages on adults, children, and extended families. 
Poverty, domestic violence, teen pregnancy, school dropout, crime, and substance abuse are all dramatically 
increased by marital disintegration.

	 Working together, with God's help and common practices, we intend to strengthen marriages and 
thereby promote a healthier and happier community.

We Believe

	 1.	 God has established in Hebrew and Christian scripture the sanctity, purpose, and relationships of 		
		  marriage. (Genesis 2:18, 21-25, Ephesians 5:22-33, Hebrews 13:4)

	2 .	 God intends for the marriage bond between husband and wife to last a lifetime. (Malachi 2:16; 		
		  Matthew 19:6)

	3 .	 God intends for religious leaders to nurture the people in their care. This 	 responsibility includes 		
		  helping couples prepare for marriage and strengthening marriages already established. (I Peter 		
		5  :1-3; Ephesians 4: 11-13)

	 4.	 This nurture includes helping engaged and married couples improve their understanding of 		
		  marriage and deepen their commitment to each other.

	 Our goals as clergy are to promote lasting marriages under God and spiritually healthy families. Since 
we perform nearly 75 percent of all marriages, we are uniquely positioned to affect the marriages and families 
in our community. We are deeply troubled by the epidemic of marital instability and divorce, and we are 
convinced it must be addressed directly by the faith community. We can be used of God to enrich marriages 
in our communities and significantly reduce our divorce rate.

	 We accept responsibility for raising the level of commitment in those we marry and in married couples 
who look to us for spiritual instruction. We believe couples who seriously participate in premarital inventories 
and counseling by mentor couples have a better understanding of what marriage involves, and that a greater 
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commitment to marriage preparation will result in a reduction of failed and failing marriages. As servants of 
God, acting on His behalf, we will encourage meaningful marriage preparation. A wedding is but a day; a 
marriage is for a lifetime.

Our Covenant

	 As religious leaders of this community, we have adopted this Community Marriage Policy and agreed to 
follow it as a minimum guideline, each being free to add to it as beliefs or circumstances allow or require.

We Will

1.	 Expect a minimum of four counseling/mentoring sessions for engaged couples over at least three 
months, using both the Scriptures and a premarital inventory, and at least one additional session for 
post-marriage follow-up.

2.	 Trained mature married couples, who have experience and success with marital difficulties, may 
serve as mentors to couples who are engaged, newly married or remarried, or experiencing marital 
difficulties

3.	 Promote faithful, life-long marriage relationships

4.	 Promote sexual abstinence outside of marriage

5.	 Encourage retreats, classes, and other marriage enrichment opportunities designed to build and 
strengthen marriages and families

6.	 Set an example by attending marriage enrichment retreats and participating in other relationship-
strengthening activities

7.	 Seek to establish or promote support systems for blended families

8.	 Cooperate with other congregations and organizations to optimize the resources available to all 
engaged and married couples

9.	 See that this policy is ratified by appropriate congregational leaders

What God has joined together, let our faith community seek to hold together.

Initial:  	 Bride _______________			   Groom_______________
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APPENDIX D—Marriage Covenant

First Presbyterian Church
200 West Washington Street, Greenville, SC 29601

Marriage Covenant

	 It is a goal of the Marriage and Family Ministry of First Presbyterian Church of Greenville to make 
the “getting married at First Presbyterian Church” procedure practical, informative, positive, and spiritual. 
Our hope is to offer faithful, growing couples opportunities to enhance their future marriage so that all may 
experience harmony and intimacy with God and each other. In addition to the practical aspects of planning 
your wedding provided in this booklet, we ask that all couples requesting to be married at FPC agree to the 
following:

1.	 Complete an Internet Prepare/Enrich Inventory, the results of which will be discussed with you by 
your assigned Pastor during premarital counseling.

2.	 Agree to participate in a mentoring program in which an experienced married couple may “walk 
alongside” the bride and groom through the wedding process and periodically in the months 
afterward to provide counseling and guidance on married life.

3.	 Participate in any further premarital counseling the Pastor or mentoring couple believes will assist 
you in preparation for your marriage.

4.	 Participate in a wedding class for couples considering marriage if such a class should be offered by 
First Presbyterian Church.

Bride’s initial ___________________	 Groom’s initial ____________________

Revised: 05/08
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APPENDIX E—Music

First Presbyterian Church
200 West Washington Street, Greenville, SC 29601

	 Congratulations on your upcoming wedding. All of us at First Presbyterian Church are delighted to 
share the excitement of planning your very special day! Music will play an important part in your ceremony, 
and we hope you will let us help you choose the perfect selection to complement your wedding.

	 Organ music is the traditional music of the church, and of church weddings. It will play a part, regardless 
of what other instruments, singers, etc. are involved. Normally, there is a 30 minute prelude of organ music 
before the wedding, chosen by the Organist. You may have some requests or suggestions for the prelude, but 
you are not responsible for programming the entire half-hour.

	 The Processional and Recessional are the only musical components in every wedding which the bride 
usually wants to choose. The following is a partial list of music suitable for these important parts of your 
ceremony.

Processionals

	 Canon in D major.....................................................................................................J. Pachelbel

	 Crown Imperial*........................................................................................................ W. Walton

	 Prelude in Classic Style.................................................................................................G. Young

	 Rondeau*................................................................................................................ J. J. Mouret

	 Rigaudon...................................................................................................................A. Campra

	 Solemn Processional (Water Music)........................................................................ G. F. Handel

	 Trumpet Tune............................................................................................................ J. McCabe

	 Trumpet Voluntary........................................................................................................ J. Clarke

	 Trumpet Voluntary....................................................................................................... J. Stanley

Recessionals

	 Allegro maestoso (Water Music)............................................................................. G. F. Handel

	 Crown Imperial *....................................................................................................... W. Walton

	 Improvisation on ‘Hymn to Joy’...................................................................................G. Young

	 Improvisation on ‘Nun danket’............................................................................... S. Karg-Elert

	 The Rejoicing (Fireworks Music)............................................................................ G. F. Handel

	 Rondeau*................................................................................................................ J. J. Mouret

	 Tuba Tune................................................................................................................. C. S. Lang

*Suitable for either

	 This is by no means a complete list of possibilities and we would be happy to entertain your suggestions. 
Be aware that the familiar Bridal Chorus by Wagner (“Here Comes the Bride”) and other similar secular or 
theatrical pieces are no longer considered to be acceptable for weddings in most churches and should not be 
requested.
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	 Instruments can add a wonderful variety to your wedding. The addition of a violin, flute, and harp to 
your prelude music can create a different atmosphere which you may favor. A trumpet is often used to play 
with the organ on the Processional and Recessional, as well as in the prelude. Several of the pieces listed in this 
pamphlet may utilize the trumpet. Below is a partial listing of first-rate musicians to consider.

Trumpet

	 Daniel Kirsop.............................................................................................................. 271-2662

	 Gary Malvern.............................................................................................................. 370-9433

Strings

	 Tom or Anna Barbrey Joiner....................................................................................... 268-0599

	 Kathleen Robinson...................................................................................................... 232-0175

	 Joan Mulfinger............................................................................................................ 244-3994

	 Catherine Crowe......................................................................................................... 281-9069

	 David Saliny................................................................................................................ 421-9634

	 Christopher Hutton.................................................................................................... 234-6662

Flute

	 Laurie Gentry.............................................................................................................. 246-7960

	 Martha Kitterman....................................................................................................... 246-3592

Harp

	 Joyce Fankhauser......................................................................................................... 233-8513

	 Emily Waggoner.......................................................................................................... 354-4398

	 If you decide to engage an instrumentalist, you should do it as early as possible. Also, it is best to discuss 
their repertoire with them first before involving the Organist in the process. Fees range from $100 to $300 or 
more, depending on the individual. The instrumentalists do not usually attend the wedding rehearsal.

	 We encourage a hymn to be sung by the congregation. This is a good way to involve the guests in your 
ceremony, and it may serve to emphasize the worship aspect of the service. If you would like to consider 
having a hymn sung, discuss it with the minister or Organist at the time of your consultation. Below are several 
hymns which have proved especially fitting for these occasions.

	 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee..........................................................................L. van Beethoven

	 O Perfect Love............................................................................................................. J. Barnby

	 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling............................................................................... R. Prichard

	 Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty.................................................................................Traditional

	 For the Beauty of the Earth.........................................................................................C. Kocher

	 Vocal music has the added advantage of being able to present words which may have a special meaning 
or relevance to your wedding day. About half of all ceremonies held at First Presbyterian include vocal 
selections. While these have often been very successful, we have encountered numerous problems dealing with 
inappropriate music and inadequate singers. Since everything that occurs at your wedding ultimately reflects 
upon this church, we have been led to take steps to simplify and improve this situation.
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	 There are two criteria which vocal music must meet: (1) the text (words) must be of a sacred nature, 
suitable for use in a Protestant worship service. Scripture, hymns and other religious poetry are the only 
appropriate sources in this case. Please note that we no longer allow “Ave Maria” settings to be sung, due to 
theological conflicts. Pieces which are primarily love songs, even if they contain some reference to the divine, 
are not acceptable. (2) The character of the music must be consistent with the standards this church upholds. 
While some contemporary Christian songs are quite acceptable, many are too “commercial” to be considered 
appropriate. The Minister of Music can suggest a number of pieces which will satisfy these criteria.

	 Because of numerous problems in the past, we are now asking that only approved vocalists be engaged 
to sing in weddings at First Presbyterian. While relatives and college friends may have some experience in 
this area, we have found that there are often problems with singing in our large sanctuary, with pipe organ 
accompaniment, or without heavy amplification. We urge you to talk with us before you ask anyone who 
is not on the “approved” list. This is to protect you from the disappointment and embarrassment of an 
“unfortunate” singing experience! (This is not a place for amateurs.)

	 The following list includes many of the finest singers in the Greenville area. Some are members of First 
Presbyterian (U). Most have sung for weddings here. All have the full approval of the Ministry of Music. 
Most specialize in traditional sacred classics. Those names marked with an asterisk (*) have a repertoire of 
contemporary Christian selections as well. There may be other approved singers who have been added since 
the publication of this booklet. Please ask if you are uncertain.

	 Cecelia Bertling U (soprano)....................................................................................... 630-7088
	 Harry Bolick U (tenor)................................................................................................ 288-9659
	 Kathy Cadden U (soprano).......................................................................................... 246-1633
	 Candice Dickinson (soprano)...................................................................................... 235-7328
	 Thomas Dickinson (bass-baritone)............................................................................... 234-7328
	 Jennifer Fant * (soprano)............................................................................................ 987-0122
	 Trudy Fuller (mezzo-soprano)..................................................................................... 232-8110
	 Sarah Gentry U (mezzo-soprano)................................................................................ 288-6078
	 Barbara Gully (soprano).............................................................................................. 877-7291
	 Gayle Gulley (tenor).................................................................................................... 877-7291
	 Alan Reed (tenor)....................................................................................................... 246-7617
	 Bruce Schoonmaker (baritone).................................................................................... 834-3358
	 Beth Simmons U* contralto........................................................................................ 232-4510
	 Joe Waters (tenor)....................................................................................................... 244-6019
	 Agnes Williams U........................................................................................................ 233-8269

	 In recent years, some brides have chosen to eliminate organ music entirely, using the piano and/or other 
instruments. If you choose not to use the organ or one of our organists, the following conditions will apply.

	 1.	 A meeting must be scheduled with one of our staff (John Gentry or Betty Bennett) to discuss the 		
		  music (and guest musicians) for your wedding and have everything approved.

	2 .	 Either Mr. Gentry or Ms. Bennett must be present at both the rehearsal and the wedding to 		
		  coordinate with the director and pastor(s) and to assure that all runs smoothly. If neither of them 		
		  is available, they will appoint a substitute.

	3 .	 The fee for the organist will not be affected regardless of your final music plans.



CONTACT LIST

	 First Presbyterian Church.................................................................................. (864) 235-0496

	 Mrs. Lynn Johnson........................................................................................... (864) 672-0326
		  Staff Wedding Coordinator

	 Mrs. Jane Sykes................................................................................................. (864) 233-1847
		  Wedding Coordinator Committee Chair

	 Mr. John Gentry................................................................. (864) 616-4282 or (864) 672-1845
		  Director of Music & the Arts

	 Ms. Betty Bennett............................................................... (864) 230-4890 or (864) 672-0345
		  Organist

	 Rev. Robert H. Jones........................................................................................ (864) 672-0349
		  Marriage and Family Ministries Pastor
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REQUEST TO PLACE WEDDING FLOWERS

First Presbyterian Church
200 West Washington Street, Greenville, SC 29601

Bride:	 Name: _______________________________________________________________________

		  Address: _____________________________________________________________________

		  Home Phone: __________________ Work: _________________  Cell: ________________

		  Bride’s Parents: ___________________________________ Phone: ____________________

Groom: 	 Name: _______________________________________________________________________

		  Address: _____________________________________________________________________

		  Home Phone: __________________ Work: _________________  Cell: ________________

		  Groom’s Parents: ___________________________________ Phone: ____________________

If you wish to leave flowers from your wedding in the Sanctuary or Memorial Hall for the Sunday morning 
worship services, please fill out this sheet immediately after booking your wedding and return it to the Church 
Office, attention: Lynn Johnson (672-0326).

 ____  Yes, I am willing to leave the flowers from my wedding in the Sanctuary for the Sunday morning 
worship services.

 ____  Yes, if the Sanctuary flowers have already been scheduled for that Sunday, I am willing to have the 
flowers placed in Memorial Hall.

I would like the dedication for the bulletin to read as follows:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

If there is a change in the wording for the bulletin after this form has been turned in, please contact Lynn 
Johnson (672-0326) at First Presbyterian Church at least two weeks before the wedding.
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